L SPEL‘AL REPORT 


Accra Parley Demands End to Racialism, Foreign Rule in Africa 


CONVENING THIS MONTH for their first high lev- 


el talks in history, the eight independent. states 
of west and northern Africa gave special atten- 

tion to the Algerian war as a "threat to interna- 
tional peace and the security of Africa." 


recognize the principle of Algerian independence 
and enter immediate negotiations with the rebel 
Algerian National Liberation Front with a view to 
reaching a "final and just settlement." 


Meeting in Accra, top diplomats of Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Liberia, Libya, Morocco, the Sudan, Tunisia 
and the United Arab Republic at the same time: 


*Agreed that all colonial powers in Africa 
should announce definite dates for the independence 
of their territories, 


«Recommended the rendering by the participa- 
ting independent states of "all possible assis- 
tance" to the remaining dependent peoples of Af- 
rica in their"struggle for self-determination and 
independence ," 


*Referred "with abhorence" to recent state- 
ments by the Prime Minister of South Africa on ra- 
cial discrimination and condemned discrimination 
and segregation in South Africa, the Central Afri- 
can Federation, Kenya and other parts of Africa, 


«Expressed "grave concern" over electoral 
laws in French Togoland and condemned the use of 


French military forces "against the unarmed people" 


of the Cameroons, 


*Proclaimed a desire to pursue a "common for- 
eign policy," important features of which are ab- 
stention from collective defense arrangements de- 
signed to serve "particular interests of any of 


the big powers,"' non-entanglement in actions detri- 


mental to their own interests, and assertion of an 
“African personality" in international affairs. 


-Appealed to the great powers to stop the pro- 
duction and testing of nuclear weapons, called 
for a "just solution" to the Palestine question 
and expressed concern over the problem of South- 
West Africa. 


*Called for cooperation on economic, cul- 
tural and social matters and recommended steps 
toward improving commmications and internal 
trade with a view to making the continent of Af- 
rica an economic unit. 


The economic resolutions cover a range of 
proposals of potential consequence to Africa, in- 
cluding establishment of a Joint Economic Research 
Commission among the participating states, form- 
lation of common policies on foreign investment, 


The mem- 
ber states called on France to withdraw her troops, 


Accra, April 17, 1958 


utilization of Africa's mineral resources in ways 
more advantageous to Africa's peoples, and pos- 
sible eventual establishment of an African com- 
mon market. 

Foreign ministers headed most of the dele- 
gations attending the historical meeting in Ghana's 
Parliament House. It had been expected that a 
number of heads of state would participate, but 
the only one to arrive was President Tubman of 
Libéria. Prime Minister Nkrumah of Ghana pre- 
sided over the meetings. 


The member nations agreed to reconvene at 
least every two years and accepted an Ethiopian 
invitation to hold the next meeting in Addis Aba- 
ba. 


Evening News, 


It was announced that permanent machinery 
to carry on the work of the conference will op- 
erate through the participating states' United 
Nations delegations in New York. 


The conference will be followed later this 
year by an unofficial meeting in Accra of na- 
tionalist leaders from African areas still un- 
der foreign rule. The meeting, scheduled to take 
place in September, will be the sixth "Pan-Afri- 
can Conference" and the first to be held on Af- 
rican soil. No official mention of the meeting 
was reported at this month's conference, and the 
degree of assistance to be offered by the inde- 
pendent states was a matter of wide speculation. 


Although the conference membership was limi- 
ted to independent states, a three-man Algerian 


(See CONFERENCE, Page 10) 
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MAIL BAG 


To the Editor: 


Under the title “Gikonyo Kiano: 
New Kikuyu Leader?” Mr. Hempstone 
has made statements in the Africa 
Special Report issue of January 1958 
which must not be left unanswered. I 
am writing this letter from Ghana 
but wish to make it known that my 
attention was drawn to this article by 
Dr. Gikonyo Kiano, who felt as I do 
that it would tend to introduce unnec- 
essary tensions and petty jealousies in 
the political struggle of our people in 
Kenya. 


This is not a joint letter but I can 
safely say that Dr. Kiano and myself 
are in agreement in principle as to our 
objective and attitude in the Kenya 
struggle. It is a contradiction of terms 
that Mr. Hempstone should seek to 
inject tribalism in his interpretation 
of our various positions by referring 
to Dr. Kiano as a New Kikuyu Leader 
and to me as a Luo Leader, and this 
despite that fact that Dr. Kiano is 
reported as telling him that we were 
all committed to fighting to break 
down tribalism! Your readers may 
wish to know that in my election to 
the legislature over 70% of those who 
voted in the elections were NOT of 
my LUO tribe; and further that all 
along during the emergency I have 
been identified with the struggle for 
the rights of the Kikuyu, Embu and 
Meru tribesmen whose areas were 
greatly affected by the emergency and 
among whom I am proud to say I 
enjoy the highest possible confidence. 

Your readers may also wish to know 
that my colleagues and myself have 
been variously honoured by tribal 
groups other than our own for the 
part we are playing in the struggle 
for the freedom of our people and 
country. These are facts that Mr. 
Hempstone did not have to look for 
since they are plainly visible for any 
visitor to see. He would also have 
known that Dr. Kiano’s house is con- 
stantly full of young men and women 
of all tribes seeking advice on further 
education etc, I am really disappointed 
that Mr. Hempstone should have so 
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deliberately sought to mislead your 
readers. 

Mr. Hempstone also refers to an 
alleged impending struggle between 
Dr. Kiano and myself and goes on to 
refer to our intellectual capacities. In 
my humble submission Mr. Hempstone 
is entitled to his own assessment of 
my intellectual ability, but I must 
very emphatically point out that Dr. 
Kiano and myself not only agree on 
the objective in our struggle for 
Kenya’s freedom, but work together 
and mutually consult almost daily on 
our various problems and tactics. We 
believe that unity is the keynote to 
our success and that the interest of 
our people and country is above any 
of our individual or personal feelings, 
likes or dislikes. We know from bitter 
experience that the White Settlers 
would only be too delighted to see a 
rift in the African leadership. 

I take very strong exception to Mr. 
Hempstone’s statements and particu- 
larly regret that he should be guilty 
of this apparently deliberate mischie- 
vous attitude after the efforts we have 
continuously made to welcome all and 
any American visitors to our country 
and homes. We do not resent critical 
friends, but I can not but suggest such 
criticism should be constructive and 
helpful. 

May I thank Mrs. Kerina for her 
contribution in the last issue. 


Yours sincerely, 
Tom Mboya, M.L.C. 


MR. TOM MBOYA is a member of 
the Kenya Legislative Council and the 
general secretary of the Kenya Feder- 
ation of Labor.—Ed. 


To the Editor: 


With regard to Mr. Smith Hemp- 
stone’s article I would like to make it 
known that Mr. Tom Mboya is a per- 
sonal friend of mine whose political 
accomplishments I greatly admire and 
whose leadership has been most praise- 
worthy. As such I entertain no ideas 
of being his rival and i consider the 
comparison of his intelligence and 
mine to be in bad taste, With all re- 
spect to Mr. Hempstone, and his ability 
as a reporter, I must say that his ref- 


erence to Mr. Tom Mboya and myself 
failed to take into consideration the 
excellent performance of Mr. Mboya 
both as a political leader and a Trade 
Unionist. I have great respect for Mr. 
Mboya and I look forward to being his 
political and personal colleague for 
many years to come. 

Yours sincerely, 


Kiano 


MR. GIKONYO KIANO is on the 
faculty of the Royal Technical College, 
Nairobi, and is a newly-elected mem- 
ber of the Kenya Legislative Council. 
—Ed. 


QUOTES FROM THE AFRICAN 
POLITICAL PRESS 


Nationalist leader Julius Nyerere in 
“Sauti Ya Tanu,” organ of the Tan- 
ganyika African National Union: 


“IT have heard people complain 
against the appointment of our new 
Governor from Kenya. They say Tan- 
ganyika is in great need of change 
and they do not see any sign of change 
if our new Governor has the qualities 
attributed to him... 


“T do not agree with these people. If 
a Colonial Governor is not an Arden- 
Clarke (last Governor of the Gold 
Coast) then the more embedded he is 
in the 19th century the better. To such 
a one Democracy is Bolshevism and 
gradual reform is Revolution. This 
makes the work of the Nationalists 
much easier. This is not cynicism, but 
common sense based on experience.” 

* * ok 


From “Chapupu,” organ of the 
Southern Rhodesia African National 
Congress: 


“Immigrants from Europe into the 
Central African Federation will find 
that certain words and phrases which 
have a fixed meaning in their home 
countries have an equally fixed but 
quite different meaning in Central Af- 
rica. The following concise list has 
therefore been drawn up for the guid- 
ance of all new Rhodesians: 


Democracy: Government of a Black 
majority by a White minority. 

Franchise: A device for ensuring 
that democracy, as defined above, 
shall remain the system of Govern- 
ment in Central Africa for the fore- 
seeable future. 


Partnership: A_ political system 
existing in a multiracial society where 
the blacks are kept permanently sub- 
servient to the whites but are persuad- 
ed that this is not the case. 

Racialist: Any African who thinks 
that Africans ought to be the domi- 
nant group in Central Africa. 

Non-racialist: Any European who 
thinks that Europeans ought to be the 
dominant group in Central Africa. 

Inter-. acialist: A kind of European 
who believes that Africans will be con- 
tent to accept European domination in 
Central Africa if the cleaner Africans 
are occasionally invited to take tea in 
European homes. 
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Summary of Key Resolutions 


The following is a summary of the principal 
resolutions adopted at the Accra Conference. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


“Having a unanimity of fundamental aims and 
principles, desiring to pursue a common foreign 
policy with a view to safeguarding the hard-won in- 
dependence, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of the participating states," and "deploring the 
division of the greater part of the world into two 
antagonistic blocs," the conferees affirmed a num- 
ber of “fundamental principles," including “unswerv- 
ing loyalty" to the United Nations charter, settle- 
ment of all international disputes by peaceful 
means, and “abstention from the use of arrangements 
of collective defense to serve the particular in- 
terests of any of the big powers." 


The conference affirmed its "conviction that 
all participating governments shall avoid being 
committed to any action which might entangle them 
to the detriment of their interest and freedom}' and 
expressed the belief that "as long as the fundamen- 
tal unity of outlook on foreign policy is preserved, 
the independent African states will be able to as- 
sert a distinctive African personality which will 
speak with a concerted voice in the cause of peace 
in cooperation with other peace loving nations at 
the United Nations and other international forums," 


FUTURE OF DEPENDENT AFRICAN TERRITORIES 


"Recognising that the existence of colonialism 
in any shape or form is a threat to the security 
and independence of the African states and to world 
peace; considering that the problems and the future 
of dependent territories in Africa are not the ex- 
clusive concern of the colonial powers but the re- 
sponsibility of all members of the United Nations 
and in particular of the independent African states, 
convinced that a definite date should be set for 
the attainment of independence by each of the colo- 
nial territories in accordance with the will of the 
territories and the provisions of the charter of 
the United Nations," the conference "calls upon the 
administering powers to respect the charter of the 
United Nations in this regard, and to take rapid 
steps to implement the provisions of the charter 
and the political aspirations of the people, namely 
self-determination and independence, according to 
the will of the people. 

"Calls upon the administering powers to re- 
frain from repression and arbitrary rule in these 
territories and to respect all human rights as pro- 
vided for in the charter of the United Nations and 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


"Calls upon the administering powers to bring 
to an end immediately every form of discrimination 
in these territories, 


"Recommends that all participating governments 
should give all possible assistance to the dependent 
peoples in their struggle to achieve self-determi- 
nation and independence, 

“Reconmends that the t African states 
assembled here should offer facilities for train- 
ing and educating people of the dependent terri- 
tories. 


"Decides that the 15th April of every year be 
celebrated as African Freedom Day." 


THE QUESTION OF ALGERIA 


"Deeply concerned by the continuance of war in 
Algeria and the denial by France to the Algerian 
people of the right of independence and self-deter- 
mination despite various United Nations resolutions 
and appeals urging a peaceful settlement, notably 


Spain 


MOROCCO Pee 
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New York Herald Tribune map by 
Charles Kavenagh 


international peace and the security of Africa in 
particular," the conference “recognizes the right 
of the Algerian people to independence and self- 
determination, deplores the grave extent of hos- 
tilities and bloodshed resulting from the continu- 
ance of the war in Algeria," and "urges" France: 


"To recognize the right of the people of Al- 
geria to independence and self-determination, 


"To put an end to the hostilities and to with- 
draw all her troops from Algeria, 


"To enter into immediate peaceful negotiation 
with the Algerian Liberation Front with a view to 
reaching a final and just settlement." 


The conference “appeals to all peace-loving 
nations to exercise pressure on France to adopt a 
policy which is in conformity with the principles 
of the charter of the United Nations; appeals to 
the friends and allies of France to refrain from 
helping France whether directly or indirectly in 
her military operations in Algeria; affirms its 
determination to make every possible effort to help 
the Algerian people towards the attainment of in- 
dependence; recommends that the representatives of 
the independent African states at the United Na- 
tions be instructed by their various governments 
to consult each other constantly and acquaint mem- 
bers of the United Nations with the true state of 
affairs in Algeria and solicit their support for a 
just and peaceful settlement and to recommend to 
the independent African states measures which may 
from time to time become necessary to be taken and 
in particular find ways and means whereby the inde- 
pendent African states may enlighten world opinion 
on the Algerian situation including the appointment 
of a mission as soon as possible to tour the capi- 
tals of the world to enlist world support of govem- 
ments." 


RACIALISM 


“Considering that the practice of racial dis- 
crimination and segregation is evil and inhuman, 
deeply convinced that racialism is a negation of 
the basic principles of human rights and dignity 
to the extent where it is becoming an element of 
such explosiveness which is spreading its poisonous 
influence more and morewidely in some parts of Af- 
rica that it may well engulf our continent in vio- 
lence and bloodshed; noting with abhorence the re- 
cent statement made by the head of the South Afri- 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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SUMMARY OF RESOLUTIONS 
(Continued From Preceding Page) 


can Government on his re-election to the effect that 
he will pursue a more relentless policy of discrim- 
ination and persecution of the co ed people in 
South Africa," the conference: 


"Condemns the practice of racial discrimina- 
tion and segregation in all its aspects all over 
the world,especially in the Union of South Africa, 
in the Central African Federation, Kenya and in 
other parts of Africa. 


"Appeals to the religious bodies and spiritual 
leaders of the world to support all efforts directed 
towards the eradication of racialism and segregation, 


"Calls upon all members of the United Nations 
and all peoples of the world to associate themselves 
with the resolutions passed by the United Nations 
and the Bandung Conference condemning this inhuman 
practice, 


"Calls upon all members of the United Nations 
to intensify their efforts to combat and eradicate 
this degrading form of injustice, 


“Recommends that all participating governments 
should take vigorous measures to eradicate where 
they arise vestiges of racial discrimination in 
their respective countries." 


STEPS TO SAFEGUARD INDEPENDENCE 


"Believing that the getting together and con- 
sulting among independent African states, as in 
the present Conference of Accra, is essential for 
the effectiveness of their contribution to world 

>" the conference declared "the determination 
of all participating governments to respect the in- 

ce, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of one another; to cooperate with one another to 
safeguard their independence, sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity, to cooperate in their economic, 
technical and scientific developments and in rais- 
ing the standard of living of their respective 
peoples; to resort to direct negotiations to settle 
differences among themselves and if necessary to 
conciliation or mediation by other African inde- 
pendent states," and condemned "all forms of out- 
side interference directed against the inde 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the inde- 
pendent African states," 


TOGOLAND UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION 


The conference “expresses grave concern re- 
garding the present electoral laws and system of 
the territory, strongly urges that the administer- 
ing authority will cooperate fully with the United 
Nations commissioner in order to ensure fair and 
democratic elections in the territory." 


CAMEROONS UNDER FRENCH ADMINISTRATION 


The conference "condemns the use of military 
forces against the unarmed people in the Trust 
Territory of the Cameroons under French administra- 
tion as contrary to the spirit of the United Nations; 
calls upon the administering powers to comply with 
the charter of the United Nations and satisfy the 
legitimate aspirations of the people concerned by 
opening negotiations with their representatives; 
appeals to the United Nations to intensify its ef- 
forts in helping the people of the Cameroons to 
achieve their legitimate political aspirations." 


ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL MATTERS 


“Having discussed the economic and social con- 
ditions in their respective countries; considering 
that these countries have great and various econo- 
mic resources, mineral, agriculture and animal; con- 
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sidering the present economic conditions in these 
countries are not exploited to the full advantage 
of the African peoples; considering that there are 
now possibilities for commercial exchange between 

t African states and that these possibili- 
ties should be greatly encouraged; considering that 
steps should be taken to bring about economic eman- 
cipation in these countries; considering that hither- 
to non-African forces have arbitrarily divided the 
African continent into economic regions, and that 
the conference does not recognize this division; 
considering further that Africa could be developed 
as an economic unit; noting that the incorporation 
of dependent African territories in the economic 
systems of colonial powers is not in the best in- 
terests of these peoples," the conference recom- 
mended to its participating states: 


" The establishment within each independent Af- 
rican state an economic research committee to sur- 
vey economic conditions and to study economic and 
technical problems within the state, and 


" The establishment of a Joint Economic Research 
Commission, which would: 


"a) coordinate information and exchange of views 
on economic and technical matters of various inde- 
pendent African states, 

"b) find measures whereby trade among African 
countries could be developed and encouraged, 

"c) make proper and detailed investigation as 
to possibilities of coordinating economic planning 
in each state towards achievement of all-African 
economic cooperation, 

"d) find ways and means for common industrial 
planning within African states and possibilities of 
making available mineral resources and other Afri- 
can products among African states, 

"e) lay down proposals by which independent Af- 
rican states can receive foreign capital and employ 
foreign exports, and 

"£) encourage cooperation with other countries 
in such a manner as not to affect their independence, 
sovereignty and unity." 


The conference further called on its member 
states "to take steps in order to connect and ex- 
change knowledge and technological information a- 
mong themselves; to establish joint African enter- 
prises; to hold economic conferences and African 
exhibitions; to strengthen their cooperation with 
specialized agencies of the UN and especially with 
the newly proposed economic commission for Africa; 
to make joint efforts as far as practicable;to con- 
struct means of commmications between African 
States; to investigate the possibility of eventu- 
ally establishing an African Common Market; to pro- 
vide facilities for exchange of labour and labour 
information and to encourage cooperation among na- 
tional trade union organizations; to strengthen 
cooperation with the International Labor Organiza- 
tion; to take joint action for prevention of diseases 
among human beings, in agriculture and in animal 

» and to act against the ravages of lo- 
custs; to ensure the establishment of equitable 
social and economic policies which will provide na- 
and social security for all cit- 


REFERRING TO CULTURAL MATTERS, the conference 
asserted that "colonialism is prejudical to na- 
tional culture and as such hinders any possible cul- 
tural cooperation." The conference resolution “re- 


commends to all participating members: 


"To promote and facilitate the exchange of 
teachers and professors 


"To encourage the establishment of cultural 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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GEORGE PADMORE 


Nkrumah’s Advisor Backs “Dynamic Nationalism” 


As Alternative to Communism in Africa 


By ST. CLAIR DRAKE 


HE behind-the-scenes organizer 

of this month’s conference in 
Accra is West Indian Negro writer 
and theoretician George Padmore. 
Prime Minister Nkrumah’s official 
advisor on African Affairs and a 
leading proponent of the ideology 
of Pan-Africanism. 

A little over two decades ago, 
Padmore was one of International 
Communism’s top specialists on 
world Negro movements. In the 
early ’30’s, however, Padmore was 
thoroughly disillusioned with Mos- 
cow’s “colonial liberation” move- 
ment. By 1935 he was out of it 
entirely. 

Today, Padmore helps shape the 
African policies of Ghana. His per- 
sonal writings vigorously expose the 
shame of Communist tactics and 
strongly urge Pan-Africanism as an 
“ideological alternative to Commu- 
nism on the one side and Tribalism 
on the other.” 

Pan - Africanism means many 


things to many people. To Padmore, 
the vision of Pan-Africanism 
“stretches beyond the limited fron- 
tiers of the nation-state” and em- 
braces the “federation of regional 
self-governing countries” into an 
ultimate “United States of Africa.” 
Padmore’s Pan-Africanism “rejects 
both white racialism and black 
chauvinism” but looks above the 
“narrow confines of class, race, 
tribe and religion,” seeking instead 
“equal opportunity for all.” 

Padmore feels the only force ca- 
pable of achieving these objectives 
in Africa and providing an effective 
alternative to Communism is dy- 
namic nationalism, working to es- 
tablish political democracy and an 
essentially socialist economic sys- 
tem. Padmore urges unity among 
the nationalist movements of Africa 
and avocates concerted, non-violent 
action to eliminate foreign rule and 
white domination from the conti- 
nent. 


George Padmore’s views take on 
a particular significance this month 
as the non-white independent states 
meet in Accra at a conference ar- 
ranged under his personal guidance. 

Padmore sets forth his ideology 
for Pan-Africanism in a book pub- 
lished in 1956, Pan-Africanism or 
Communism? The Coming Struggle 
for Africa.* The foreword is writ- 
ten by Richard Wright, the Ameri- 
can Negro novelist, who describes 
Padmore as “the greatest living au- 
thority on the fervent nationalist 
movements sweeping Black Africa 
today.” Indeed, says Wright, 
“George is the veritable ideological 
father of many of the nationalist 
movements in Black Africa, having 
been the mentor of scores of Afri- 
can nationalist leaders who now hold 
or will soon hold power.” 

The high degree of respect with 


*Dobson Books Limited, London, 
W8 England 1956. 
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which Padmore is regarded by 
Kwame Nkrumah is indicated in the 
Prime Minister’s autobiography 
published last year. When Nkrumah 
arrived in Britain in 1945 after ten 
years of work and study in the 
United States, Padmore was the 
first person he met. “I was so im- 
pressed by his writings that I wrote 
a letter to him from the States in- 
troducing myself and asking wheth- 
er he would be able to meet me at 
Euston Station when I arrived,” 
Nkrumah writes. ‘“He did much to 
help me during my early days in 
London, and the more I knew him 
and talked with him, the more I 
respected his integrity and his 
knowledge of the colonial question.” 

Both are self-assured “dedicated” 
men, but frank and honest in their 
statement of goals and objectives. 
Their zeal is tempered, however, by 
a streak of pragmatic realism. They 
both have the capacity to laugh— 
either sympathetically or sardoni- 
cally—at men and events, including 
themselves and their own actions. 
Both are effective on the public plat- 
form and enjoy the interplay be- 
tween themselves and a sympathetic 
crowd. They are intensely loyal to 
old friends. It was inevitable that 
they would like each other. 


Within a month after his arrival 
in London, Nkrumah was busily at 
work as Joint Organizing Secretary 
with Padmore for the Fifth Pan- 
African Congress which met in 
Manchester in October, 1945. Five 
years later Nkrumah, as Prime 
Minister, invited his old friend to 
come out to Africa to write The 
Gold Coast Revolution. Padmore 
has been a regular contributor to 
the Convention People’s Party press 
in Ghana, as well as an interpreter 
and vigorous defender of Nkru- 
mah’s program before the British 
public. It has been evident for the 
past decade that Dr. Nkrumah has 
continued to like him and respect 


DR. DRAKE is Professor of Sociology and An- 
thropology and chairman of the Committee of 
African Studies at Roosevelt University in 
Chicago. He made an extensive study of the 
Pan-African Movement under a Rosenwald 
Fund grant in Britain, 1947-48. He was visit- 
ing professor at the University of Liberia in 
1954 and a Ford Foundation Fellow in Ghana, 
1954-55. 
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NKRUMAH ON 
PAN-AFRICANISM 


“From now on it must be Pan- 
African nationalism, and the 
ideology of African political 
consciousness and African politi- 
cal emancipation must spread 
throughout the whole continent, 
into every nook and corner of it.” 


—From Ghana, the Auto- 
biography of Kwame 
Nkrumah, 1957. 


him. We can assume that he some- 
times listens to him, too. 


Padmore’s present task is to as- 
sist Nkrumah in evolving Ghana’s 
foreign policy in relation to the rest 
of Africa. The dimensions of Pad- 
more’s assignment are suggested in 
this passage of Nkrumah’s auto- 
biography: “It is our duty as the 
vanguard force to offer what as- 
sistance we can to those now en- 
gaged in the battles that we our- 
selves have fought and won. Our 
task is not done and our safety is 
not assured until the last vestiges 
of colonialism have been swept from 
Africa.” 

It is Padmore’s job to help work 
out a program of non-violent ‘“Posi- 
tive Action” and “Tactical Action” 
on a continent-wide scale. The de- 
cision as to how fast and how far 
Ghana can go toward assisting Af- 
rican independence movements is, 
of course, not his to make. The Con- 
ference of Independent States which 
meets in Accra this month will con- 
sider this problem among others. 
The forthcoming Sixth Pan-African 
Congress in Accra will deal almost 
exclusively with this question. 
George Padmore has been serving 
as Nkrumah’s counselor and “rov- 
ing ambassador” in helping to lay 
the groundwork for both of these 
meetings. 

Padmore is an intellectual serv- 
ing as an adviser to a practical ad- 
ministrator. Nkrumah, who has 
never been known to wear any other 
man’s ideological collar, is eclectic 
and pragmatic, as well as independ- 
ent. It is obviously impossible to 
know just how much of his friend’s 
full program of Pan-Africanism he 
would, or could, accept. He has re- 
peatedly emphasized that Ghana’s 
development will not be sacrificed 
for any kind of doctrinaire alle- 
giances. Yet, however much he may 
have to modify the details, or even 
the basic outlines, of Pan-African- 
ism as presented by Padmore, one 
suspects that Nkrumah, working as 
he is amid the “relativities of his- 


tory,” draws considerable inspira- 
tion from the ideology of his friend. 


* * * 


PADMORE’s most succinct ex- 
planation of his philosophy may be 
found in the introduction of his 
book where he states: 


Pan-Africanism seeks the attain- 
ment of government of Africans by 
Africans for Africans with respect 
for racial and religious minorities who 
desire to live in Africa on a basis of 
equality with the black majority. Eco- 
nomically and socially Pan-Africanism 
subscribes to the fundamental objec- 
tives of Democratic Socialism, with 
state control of the basic means of 
production and distribution. It stands 
for the liberty of the subject within 
the law and endorses the Fundamen- 
tal Declaration of Human Rights with 
emphasis upon the Four Freedoms. 


Proponents of “partnership” in 
the multi-racial societies certainly 
cannot accept the idea of “black 
domination” implicit in this concept 
of Pan-Africanism. Many business- 
men, and some of Ghana’s more 
conservative political leaders (and, 
no doubt, President Tubman and 
Haile Selassie), are repelled by this 
talk of “Democratic Socialism.” To 
Padmore, however, this aspect of 
Pan-Africanism is essential, for he 
believes that: 


. . . The only force capable of con- 
taining Communism in Asia and Af- 
rica is dynamic nationalism based 
upon a socialist program of indus- 
trialization and co-operative methods 
of agricultural production. 


His conception of socialism is a 
loose and flexible one, however, 
which suggests that: 


... the main sector of the national 
economy should be state controlled 
since there is not enough local capital 
available to undertake large scale 
enterprises. But the rest should be 
left to private initiative. The Africans 
must be encouraged to do things for 
themselves and not just sit back and 
expect government to do everything 
for them. The emphasis must be upon 
Self-Help. 


“Pan-Africanism,” Padmore con- 
tinues: 


. - recognizes much that is true in 
the Marxist interpretation of history 
since it provides a rational explana- 
tion for a good deal that would other- 
wise be unintelligible. But it never- 
theless refuses to accept the preten- 
tious claims of doctrinaire commu- 
nism that it alone has the solution to 
all the complex racial, tribal, and 
socio-economic problems facing Africa. 
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It rejects also the Communist intoler- 
ance of those who do not subscribe to 
its everchanging party line even to 
the point of liquidating them as “ene- 
mies of the people.” Democracy and 
brotherhood cannot be built upon in- 
tolerance and violence. 


Non-violent ‘Positive Action,” 
rather than terrorism or insurrec- 
tion, is a basic tenet of Pan-Afri- 
canism. 

Padmore does not claim to be “de- 
tached” or “objective” although he 
has a healthy respect for facts. He 
is interested in a Free Africa and 
sees his writings as weapons in the 
struggle—not as literary works or 
scholarly tomes. He believes that 
Africans will have to use non- 
vidlent pressure tactics to force 
white settlers in northern, eastern, 
central, and southern Africa to let 
the African majority have dominant 
political power. He opposes the tend- 
encies of French intellectuals to 
accept “assimilation” or continued 
loyalty to the idea of a French 
union. He thinks they should throw 
their lot in with a federated West 
Africa. He feels that the French 
colons probably will not give in to 
non-violence. The M.R.A., the Com- 
munists, ““Tribalism” and the chiefs, 
British liberals, all feel the weight 
of his verbal blows or his light 
thrusts of ridicule. Surprisingly 
enough, the Belgians come in for a 
bit of praise. Glowing tribute is 
paid to Europeans who have aided 
in Africa’s struggle. 

Not everyone who knows Pad- 
more or who reads the book will be 
a wholly enthusiastic admirer, for 
George Padmore is a “controversial 
figure.” Few are acquainted with 
his personal history. (Many people 
confuse him with his namesake, the 
present Liberian ambassador to the 
United States—to the embarrass- 
ment of both.) _ 


* * * 


AFTER ATTENDING Fisk and 
Howard Universities, Padmore went 
to Moscow in the early Depression 
years where his zeal, intelligence 
and verbal facility soon made him a 
lecturer at the University of the 
Toilers of the East. He eventually 
became chairman of the Negro Bu- 
reau of the Profintern (an interna- 
tional labor subsidiary of the Com- 
intern) and Executive Secretary 
of the International Trade Union 
Committee of Negro Workers, as 
well as editor of the international 
magazine, The Negro Worker. 

A surprisingly large number of 
people concerned with African af- 
fairs either do not know, or will not 


Quotes from Padmore 


From “Pan-Africanism or Communism,” 1956 
ON TRIBALISM: 


“Despite the precautionary measures of the West African Governments, 
Communism, in my opinion, is no immediate threat to African national 
unity. Tribalism, on the other hand, is a present menace. For it can be, 
and is being, exploited by unscrupulous politicians to spread disunity and 
separatism among the more politically backward sections of the people, 
and undermine the forces working for national integration. The only 
force which can combat this danger effectively is Pan-Africanism which 
advocates the formation of democratically-based nation-wide political 
parties on a non-tribal, non-regional membership .. . 

“While it is true that the colonizing European powers did not create 
Tribalism, they cannot escape the responsibility for keeping it alive. By 
holding back the industrialization of the colonies, which alone can liberate 
the Africans from their conservative traditions and prejudices and open 
up wider vistas, Africa is today facing tremendous difficulties of rapid 
transition from ‘tribal and aaa society to modern nationhood based on 
parliamentary democracy 

“The traditional “Africa frican ‘way of life needs a cataclysm to free it from 
its own decay. It is the newly emancipated younger generation of Africans 
with a detribalized outlook, who, under the stimulus of Western political 
ideas and technocracy, alone can bring about the necessary regeneration 

. "—pp. 72-878. 


U. S. AID: 


. . if America, the ‘foremost champion and defender of the free 
contd is really worried about Communism taking root in Africa and 
wants to prevent such a calamity from taking place, I can offer an insur- 
ance against it. This insurance will not only forestall Communism, but 
endear the people of the great North American Republic for ever to the 
Africans. Instead of underwriting the discredited system of Colonialism 
by bolstering up the European regimes, especially in North, Central and 
South Africa, with military and financial aid, let American statesmen 
make a bold gesture to the Africans in the spirit of the anti-Colonialist 
tradition of 1776. 

“This gesture should take the form of a Marshall Aid program for 
Africa .. ."—p. 875. 


ON WHITE SETTLEMENT: 


“As for white colonization, it can maintain itself only with outside 
military support. The white man in East and Central Africa has forfeited 
the loyalty and goodwill of the Africans, who no longer have illusions 
about professions of ‘trusteeship’ and ‘partnership’ . 

“The problem of European settlements in East, Central and Southern 
Africa can be solved only by the creation of a common citizenship for 
all the races—indigenous and immigrant—on the basis of absolute 
equality for Africans in Church and State. There is no other solution 
since Africans are not going to tolerate being treated as inferiors in 
their own lands . . .”—»p. 19. 


believe, that Padmore “broke with 
the Reds” about twenty-five years 
ago, while many Western liberals 
were still “fellow-traveling.” Com- 
munist Party wheel-horses, on the 
other hand, can never forgive him 
for ridiculing them as “Red Uncle 
Toms.” The very small group of 
African Communists and near Com- 
munists resents the frank and caus- 
tic manner in which he deals with 
them—often by name—in his speak- 
ing and writing. 

Youngsters who are flirting with 
Prague and Moscow still wince at 
his statement that “Until African 
Communists learn to love their 
country in the same way that Rus- 
sian comrades love Russia, they de- 
serve to be treated with contempt by 


their fellow countrymen.” Most of 
these youngsters would agree with 
his statement that “No self-respect- 
ing African wishes to exchange his 
British master for Russian ones,” 
but some of them feel they can nib- 
ble at the cheese without getting 
mouse-trapped. In season and out, 
Padmore tries to explain the facts 
of political life to them and to “sell” 
them on Pan-Africanism. 
Padmore’s break with the Com- 
munists in the early ’30’s reflected 
the conflict between his “Africa 
First” policy and their “Russia 
First” policy. In Communist eyes 
Padmore had a fatal case of “na- 
tional deviationism.” It also in- 
volved an intellectual’s scorn for 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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cut-and-dried dogma. Padmore has 
always praised the Russian people 
for their lack of race prejudice and 
the Communits for improving the 
lot of the Asian peoples in the 
U.S.S.R.; but he feels that the cost 
in other values has been too high— 
civil liberties and human dignity, 
for instance. He warns us that the 
oppressed colonial peoples may not 
have his reservations, however. 
Padmore feels that the scourge of 
African politics, today, is “Tribal- 
ism.” Given the new Moscow line 
now emerging, that “tribes” are the 
real national units in Africa (e.g. 
Ashanti, Fante, Ewe, and Ga in 
Ghana), we may expect a sharp 
attack from Padmore’s corner. Pad- 
more has made his own position on 
Communism quite clear and states 
it in Pan-Africanism or Commu- 
nism in the following form: 


Negroes are keenly aware that they 
are the most racially oppressed and 
economically exploited people in the 
world. They also are very much alive 
to the fact, demonstrated by the op- 
portunistic and cynical behavior of 
the Communists, that the latter’s in- 
terest in them is dictated by the ever- 
changing tactics of Soviet foreign 
policy rather than by altruistic mo- 
tives. Their politically minded intel- 
lectuals know that the oppressed Ne- 
gro workers and peasants are regarded 
by the Communists as “revolutionary 
expendables” in the global struggle of 
Communism against Western capital- 
ism. 


Many of these “politically minded 
intellectuals” first gained this 
knowledge by listening to Padmore’s 
always graphic and occasionally hu- 
morous account of his own experi- 
ence with the international Com- 
munist movement. (There are those 
who credi. Jomo Kenyatta’s con- 
sistent resistance to Communist 
blandishments to his close friend- 
ship with, and deep respect for, 
Padmore over a period of many 
years.) 

Many scholarly “Africanists,” 
most white civil servants, and many 
conservative Negroes just don’t 
care for George Padmore. His cocky 
self-assurance and his obvious con- 
tempt for many of their values as 
well as his love of ideological argu- 
ment peppered with ex-Marxist 
terminology get on their nerves. 
But his friends tend to adore him 
and to see these “weaknesses” as 
mere forgivable foibles. 

Whether one likes or dislikes Pad- 
more is unimportant. But to dis- 
count him as a powerful ally in the 
struggle against Communism in Af- 
rica is to make a fatal mistake. 


HISTORY OF PAN-AFRICANISM 


Out of World-Wide Negro Movement, 
A Plan for Federation of Africa Evolves 


AN-AFRICANISM grew out of 

the social conditions created 
during the past 400 years by migra- 
tion, mobility and the rapid expan- 
sion of communication. The world- 
wide demand for labor during this 
time has scattered peoples of Afri- 
can descent all through the New 
World and has catapulted the Afri- 
can masses long distances from their 
village homes into the cities and 
mining compounds of the African 
continent. 


From 1500 to 1900, Pan-African- 
ism was merely the “informal or- 
ganization of memories” by people 
who found themselves a long way 
from home. It led American Negroes 
to name their churches African 
Methodist Episcopal or Abyssinian 
Baptist. It led West Indians to re- 
tain names like fu fu for their food 
and Cudjo for their children. It 
meant that Brazilians continued to 
worship the Yoruba Shango in their 
“candombles” and Haitians merged 
the “voudoun” of Dahomey with 
Catholicism. Negroes everywhere 
fused African music and dancing 
with that from Europe. There was 
a consciousness among New World 
Negroes that they were scattered 
fragments of viable cultures and 
living peoples back home in Africa. 
The reactions to this fact among in- 
dividuals ranged from positive af- 
firmation to violent psychological 
rejection. For a very few children of 
the “Black Diaspora”, there was an 
“Ingathering of the Exiles” to Li- 
beria and Sierra Leone. 

With the abolition of slavery from 
1833 onward, and the increasing 
European penetration of Africa, 
scattered peoples within Africa be- 
came conscious of the _ essential 
inter-relatedness of physique and 
culture throughout the continent. 
African consciousness began to ex- 
ist side by side with ethnic consci- 
ousness. Thus it was that separatist 
churches in South Africa began to 
call themselves Ethiopianist or that 
the wars in Zululand became of in- 
terest to people in Ashanti. Pan- 
Africanism took on a new dimen- 
sion, the dream of indigenous Afri- 
can states someday united together. 

Curiosity about “the dispersed 
African millions” in the New World 
began to spread through Africa, as 
well as knowledge about them and 
sometimes pride in their achieve- 
ments. And thus it is, today, that 


“mammy wagons” deep in_ the 
Northern Territories of Ghana may 
be named “Joe Louis” or “Sugar 
Ray”; that Lena Horne becomes a 
cover girl on the South African 
magazine, “Drum”; that a Kikuyu 
in Kenya writes a Pittsburgh Ne- 
gro weekly for a pen pal; or that 
schoolboys approach American Ne- 
groes on the street in Ghana saying 
“Are You American, please? And 
when will our brothers be coming 
home?” Pan-Africanism of this sort 
is what makes Accra go wild when 
Satchmo comes to town, or leads 
the Ghana delegate to the U.N. to 
remind the world that the treat- 
ment of Negroes in America is felt 
as a concern of Ghana’s, too. 

Pan-Africanism is also the force 
that caused Jomo Kenyatta to be 
built up as a hero in the American 
Negro press; that has sent a trickle 
of American Negro school teachers 
and technicians out to the New Af- 
rica; and which causes people of 
African descent in the New World 
to react sometimes with shame and 
sometimes with pride over what 
they learn about Africa, for whether 
they like it or not they realize that 
they are identified to some extent 
with Africa by the White World. 
Negroes in America are coming to 
see that when African faces become 
a familiar sight at the U.N. or in 
the consulates of our country, it 
will do something to their own 
status, too. 

Until 1945, Pan-Africanism was 
centered in the New World and was 
highly racialistic in its world view. 
Out of Jamaica to America came 
Marcus Garvey in the 20’s crying 
“One God! One Aim! One Destiny!” 
and organizing about three million 


GETTING ACQUAINTED — Prime 
Minister Nkrumah visits President 
Tubman of Liberia in 1952. 
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Negroes into a “Back to Africa 
Movement.” Nkrumah says that 
“The Philosophy and Opinions of 
Marcus Garvey” played a great part 
in orienting him toward being a 
nationalist leader. Perhaps it is no 
accident that Ghana has christened 
its first shipping company The 
Black Star Line, the name of Gar- 
vey’s unsuccessful maritime venture. 
The myth of Garvey spread through 
Africa like wildfire. Crowds camped 
out at Calabar waiting for Garvey’s 
planes to drop supplies. “Be proud 


you're black.” — “Think black.” 


This was Garvey’s message. 


Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, the Negro 
intellectual who organized four Pan- 
African Congresses in the immedi- 
ate post-war years, was dominated 
by the idea that “The Problem of the 
Twentieth Century is the Problem 
of the Color Line”, and that the bond 
of solidarity between the people of 
African descent is primarily sym- 
bolized by coior. The “Father of 
Pan-Africanism”* has stated his 
own aims: 

My plans as they developed 
had in them nothing spectacular 
nor revolutionary. If in decades 
or a century they resulted in such 
world organization of black men 
as would oppose a united front 
to European aggression, that 
certainly would not have been be- 
yond my dream. 


Meanwhile, however, young Afri- 
cans were graduating from schools 
on every continent and were finally 
drawn into the vortex of the Second 
World War. The center of gravity of 
Pan-Africanism shifted from New 
World intellectuals and mass lead- 
ers to the African people themselves 
and their leaders. 


The Fifth Pan-African Congress 
which met in Manchester in October 
1945 marked a turning point in mod- 
ern Afric: n history. In the chair 
was Dr. DuBois, symbol of Negro 
achievement and of Pan-African 
pioneering. But the initiative was 
in the hands of African trade union- 
ists who had come for an interna- 
tional meeting; Gold Coast business- 
men who helped to pay the bills; and 
history-makers of the future such 
as Jomo Kenyatta and Kwame 
Nkrumah (who was Joint Organiz- 
ing Secretary along with George 
Padmore). 

On British soil, these delegates 
took a vow to “liberate” Africa from 


* There is reportedly a desire to 
have Dr. DuBois, now 90 years old, 
present as a symbol at the Sixth 
Pan-African Congress in Ghana. He 
refuses, however, to si a “non- 
Communist affidavit” and cannot get 
a U. S. passport. African leaders 
generally honor him as “Father of 
Pan-Africanism,” despite disagree- 
ment with his pro-Soviet stand. 


colonialism and to do it by Gan- 
dhian non-violence. But there are 
some people in Africa who are not 
Negroes, so race would not be the 
broadest organizing concept. As 
Nkrumah has phrased it, “Garvey’s 
nationalism was black nationalism 
as opposed to African nationalism.” 
A new concept was born, and the 
theoretician of the movement, 
George Padmore, in defining Pan- 
Africanism has phrased it thus: 


It rejects both white racialism 
and black chauvinism. It stands 
for racial co-existence on the 
basis of absolute equality and re- 
spect for human personality. 
Pan-Africanism looks above the 
narrow confines of class, race, 
tribe, and religion. In other words 
it wants equal opportunity for 
all. . . . Its vision stretches be- 
yond the limited frontiers of the 
nation-state. Its perspective em- 
braces the federation of regional 
self-governing countries and 
their ultimate amalgamation into 
a United States of Africa .. . 
In such a commonwealth, all 
men, regardless of tribe, race, 
color or creed shall be free and 
equal. 


Racialistic Pan-Africanism re- 
mains as an important subsidiary 
ideology binding American Negroes 
and West Indians to the cause of 
African advancement, but the con- 
cept of Padmore and Nkrumah and 
Kenyatta and of the Fifth Pan- 
African Congress was something 
new. The accent was on African 
residence, not race, as a unifying 
bond. Not all the African national- 
ist leaders have risen to this per- 
spective as yet, and certainly the 
rank and file in many places think 
primarily in terms of black and 
white. But these Pan-Africanists 
are pleading for an Africa in which 
Arab, Negro, Jew, Syrian, Lebanese, 
European settler all live together in 
complete social, political, and eco- 
nomic equality. When non-Negroes 
reject this perspective the onus for 
the racialism which results—and 
sometimes the violence — falls 
squarely upon their heads. 


The core of Pan-Africanism today 
is the organization of Africans in 
Africa. Africans overseas and peo- 
ples of African descent are only 
the auxiliaries who give moral sup- 
port. And so it is that a group of 
African intellectuals in Paris pub- 
lish “Presence Africaine”; that Dr. 
Horace Mann Bond and a group of 
American Negro scholars have re- 
cently formed an American Society 
for African Culture. One does not 
want to overestimate the strength 
of Pan-African sentiments, spo- 
radic and unco-ordinated as they are, 
but it is fatal to any understanding 
of Africa today if one ignores them. 


—St. Clair Drake. 


JOMO KENYATTA 


Now in prison in Kenya for his ac- 
tivities during Mau Mau, Kenyatta 
helped set up headquarters for the 
Pan-African Federation in England, 
1945. 

Colonel Ewart Grogan, Kenya white 
settler, writes in the forthcoming book, 
Rhodesia and East Africa: 

“Of the Africans of my time only 
one will live in history—Jomo Ken- 
yatta. Anyone who can view these 
matters objectively and has read 
Jomo’s writings must have, in the light 
of happenings in Ghana, a measure of 
sympathy for one who undoubtedly is 
a great African patriot as seen from 
the African angle. He might well have 
followed in the wake of Dr. Nkrumah 
had it not been for the presence of a 
solid phalanx of British settlement 
and the essentiality of East Africa to 
Western strategy.” 


Controversial 
Pan-Africanists 


W. E. B. DUBOIS (below, left), Amer- 
ican Negro “Father” of Pan-African- 
ism, wrote in 1957 that the “rise of 
the socialized states” in Africa “will 
supplant the poverty and ignorance 
which Europe and America, through 
trader,: merchant, investor and mis- 
sionary, have forced upon helpless 
peoples .. .” Africa, he said, is “ready- 
ing itself to learn from the Socialism 
of the Soviet Union and its allied 
states .. .” MARCUS GARVEY (be- 
low, right), organized “Back to Afri- 
ca” movement in 1920’s, admitted his 
doctrines were based on racial fascism. 
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SUMMARY OF RESOLUTIONS 
(Continued From Page 4) 


centers in each other's country on the approval of 
the country in which such a center may be estab-~ 
lished and in conformity with its laws, regulations 
and practices, 


"To encourage and facilitate exchange of their 
students, each providing a certain number of schol- 
arships for students from other African countries, 


"To facilitate exchange of exhibitions, educa- 
tional, scientific and cultural material including 
books, periodicals, bulletins, audio visual aids 
and other cultural and educational material, 


"To ensure that syllabuses of history and geog- 
raphy applied in the schools and educational insti- 
tutions of each include such material as may help 
to give each student an accurate information of the 
way of life and culture in other African countries, 


"To spare no efforts to revise history and ge- 
ography text books and syllabuses used in their 
schools with a view of removing any incorrect in- 
formation due to colonial or other foreign influences. 


"To coordinate their school systems at all lev- 
els and to recognize the certificates, diplomas 
and degrees awarded by their educational institutions 
and universities of equivalent status, 


"To encourage reciprocal visits by their dif- 
ferent organizations of youths, teachers, press, la- 
bor, women, artists, sports etc., granting them all 
possible facilties. 


"To strive to include principal African Languages 
in the curriculum of secondary schools and colleges 
with a view to facilitating the cultural cooperation 
envisaged. 


"To hold inter-African periodic and adhoc con- 
ferences for their educators, scientists, men of let- 
ters, journalists, etc., with a view to discussing 
common problems and to extend all possible facilities 
for such purposes. 


"To conclude mutual cultural agreements among 
them for promotion of cultural cooperation, 


"To encourage in their universities and in- 
stitutes of higher learning research on African 
culture and civilization, creating fellowships for 
this purpose. 


"To encourage establishment of African pub- 
lishing centers and to make concerted efforts to 
publish an African journal edited and contributed 
to by Africans introducing Africa's culture, civ- 
ilization and development to the world and to vari- 
ous African countries, 


"To set up an annual prize for works which 
promote closer solidarity among African states, and 
ideas of liberty, friendship and peace, and which 
disseminate knowledge about African civilization 
and culture, 


"To encourage translation of books dealing 
with African culture and civilization into their 
principal languages, creating fellowships for this 
purpose, 


"To establish an annual inter-African sports 
meeting and an annual youth festival. 


"To set up each in its respective country, a 
local organization whose functions will be promo- 
tion and development of cultural cooperation among 
African countries, 
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INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY 


The conference resolution: 


"Callsupon the great powers to discontinue 
production of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons and 
to suspend all such tests not only in the interest 
of world peace but as a symbol of their avowed de- 
votion to the rights of man, 


"Views with grave alarm and strongly condemns 
all atomic tests in any part of the world and in 
particular the intention to carry out such tests 
in the Sahara, 


“Appeals to the great powers to use atomic, 
nuclear and thermonuclear energy exclusively for 


peaceful purposes, 


"Affirms the view that reduction of conven- 
tional armaments is essential in the interest of 
international peace and security and appeals to 
the great powers to make every possible effort to 
reach settlement of this important matter. 


"Condemns the policy of using the sale of 
arms as a means of exerting pressure on Governments 
and interfering in the internal affairs of other 
countries, 


“Expresses its deep concern over the non-com- 
pliance with UN resolutions. 


"Urges the UN to ensure that African nations 
are represented equitably on all international 
bodies concerned with problems of disarmament, 


“Considers that meeting and consuitation on 
international affairs should not be limited to big 
powers, 

"Calls upon member states. to respect such re- 
solutions, and urges a just solution of outstand- 
ing international problems, 


“Expresses its deep concern over the question 
of Palestine which is a disturbing factor of world 
peace and security, and urges a just solution of 
the Palestine question, 


"Expresses its deep concern over Southwest Af- 
rica and similar questions which are disturbing 
factors of world peace and security, and urges a 
just solution to them. 


PERMANENT MACHINERY 


“Convinced that a machinery for consultation 
and cooperation is essential," the conference: 


"Decides to constitute the permanent repre- 
sentatives of the participating governments at the 
United Nations as the informal permanent machinery’ 


a) for coordinating all matters of common con- 
cern to African states; 

b) for examining and making recommendations m 
concrete practical steps which may be taken to im- 
plement decisions of this and similar future confer- 
ences; and 

c) for making preparatory arrangements for fu- 
ture conferences of the independent African states; 


“Agrees that meetings of Foreign Ministers and 
other ministers or experts be convened from time 
to time to study and deal with particular problems 
of common concern to African states, 


"Agrees that a Conference of Independent Afri- 
can States should be held at least once every two 
years, 


“Agrees that the next conference shall be held 
within the next two years and accepts the kind invi- 
tation of the Government of Ethiopia to hold the 
next conference in Addis Ababa." 
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NKRUMAH URGES AFRICAN MACHINERY 
TO SOLVE IRREDENTIST PROBLEMS ; 
CALLS FOR ‘TOTAL LIBERATION' OF CONTINENT 


PRIME MINISTER NKRUMAH of Ghana suggested that 
the independent African states consider setting up 
some kind of machinery of their own for solving the 
frontier disputes, tribal quarrels and racial and 
religious conflicts which Africa may face in the 
years ahead. 


Addressing the opening session of the Accra 
Conference April 15, Dr. Nkrumah told the delegates 
that "we must leave no stone unturned in our en- 
deavors to lessen tensions in Africa." 


He said the African states would be in a posi- 
tion to exert moral pressures elsewhere "to the ex- 
tent that we are able by our own exertions and ex- 
amples to maintain peace and friendship within our 
own states and our continent." 


He termed Africa's irredentist problems a "leg- 
acy of arbitrary division of Africa in past years" 
whereby artificial boundaries separate peoples, 
tribes and even families. "Colonialism's best 
chance of survival", and one of its techniques for main- 
taining domination,is the instigation of quarrels 
and wars among the small nations, he warned. 


Dr. Nkrumah called for the elimination of ra- 
cialism in Africa and urged the participating states 
to set an example of tolerent multiracial commmi- 
ties based on universal adult suffrage. Racialism, 
he said, "notonly injures those against whom it is 
used bu warps and perverts the very people who 
preach and protect it, and when it becomes the guid- 
ing principle in the life of any nation as it has 
become in some other parts of Africa then that na- 
tion digs its own grave." 


Noting that "there are on the continent of Af- 
rica more dependent territories than independent 
sovereign nations," he asserted that the free in- 
dependent states have a responsibility to hasten 
Africa's"total liberation." 


"In this continent the dynamic forces of Af- 
rican nationalism can only be resisted by resorting 
to armed force such as we are now witnessing in Al- 
geria," he declared. "In the inflammatory condi- 
tions of the present time it is no longer possible 
to treat such colonial conflicts in isolation. The 
sovereignty and independence of Tunisia and Morocco 
are already involved in this tragic war and if it 
is not brought to speedy termination it may well 
lead to a greater conflagration with tragic results 
for us all." 

Dr. Nkrumah called for mutual cooperation in 
trade arrangements, in educational and social ser- 
vice projects, and in study and development of the 
resources of Africa "so that the standard of liv- 
ing of our peoples can be raised." Referring to 
the great capital expenditure required by the 
great development schemes which have been proposed 
for various parts of Africa, Dr. Nkrumah said that 
here was a "special opportunity" for cooperative 
action between the African states themselves and 
also between these states and other peace-loving 
nations outside Africa. 

"It is obvious that these schemes must involve 
foreign assistance and investment," he said. "We 
shall welcome such opportunities for cooperative 
action provided that returns from such projects 
are fairly shared" and the independence and sover- 
eignty of the African countries “are fully respected!’ 

Sounding a conference keynote in his official 
welcome, Dr. Nkrumah said that if in the past the Sa- 
hara divided the participating powers, now it unites 
them, and "from this conference must go out a new 
message: ‘Hands off Africa.' Africa must be free." 


@ $=$=‘WHITE VOTERS in South Africa endorsed five more years of 
racial “apartheid” April 16, returning Prime Minister Strij- 
dom's Nationalist Party to office with a larger number of 
parliamentary seats and a widened margin of popular votes. 

The “Nats” won 103 seats, a gain of 7. It will be their 
third successive term in office, something unprecedented in 
South African political history. The rival United Party, 
which advocated more moderation in the implementation of seg- 
tTegation, won 53 seats, a gain of one. United Party leader 
Sir de Villiers Graff lost his own seat. Crushing defeats 
were delivered to the Labor and Liberal parties which advo- 
cate racial equality, and the South Africen Parliament was 
left without any splinter or independent representation for 
the first time. 


@ j#$IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA, newly-designated Prime Minister 
Sir Edgar Whitehead was defeated by 87 votes April 16 in a 
special by-election in Bulawayo. He immediately dissolved 
Parliament and scheduled a general election in Southern Rho- 
desia June 5 to resolve the resulting impasse. The South- 
ern Rhodesia voting is distinct from the general election 
which is due to be held throughout the entire Central Afri- 
can Federation this fall. 

Sir Edgar lost, 691 to 604, to Jack Pain, a candidate of 
the Dominion Party which is regarded as segregationist in 
outlook, His defeat revived the uncertainty which has char- 
acterized Southern Rhodesian political life since the preci- 
pitation of a cabinet crisis in January and the subsequent 
ouster of liberal Prime Minister Garfield Todd. Party lead- 
ers chose Sir Edgar in February to be Todd's successac - 


2 SEVEN AFRICAN ELECTED MEMBERS of the Kenya Legislative 
Council were served with summonses April 15 as they arrived 
at Parliament Buildings for the opening of the present ses- 
sion. 

They were Tom Mboya, M. Muliro, A.P. Odinga, L.G. Ogu- 
dam,D.T. Arap Moi, J.M. Munimi and R.G, Ngala. Each received 
two summons@s, one reportedly alleging criminal libel and 
the other charging conspiracy to commit a misdemeanor. The 
London Times said the summonses were thought to result from 
a@ statement by the Africans March 26 urging a boycott of any 
African who stood for one of the specially chosen seats au- 
thorized by Kenya's new constitution. 

Police with drawn truncheons were called to guard the 
opening of the session after 300 African gathered in the read 
way, but no violence was reported. 

Meanwhile, six additional Africans joined the Council 
following elections in March: Jeremiah Nyaga, F.J. Khemisi, 
Justus Kandet ole Tipis, D.N. Mumo, T. arap Towett and Gikon- 
yo Kiano. Kilano defeated Eluid Mathu, former leader of Afri- 
Can representative members on the Council, 6,684 votes to 
3,936. 


@ DR, FELIX MOUMIE and John Kale, respectively representing 
nationalist organizations in the French Cameroons and Uganda, 
have opened political offices in Cairo. Meanwhile, three 
Kenya Africans have returned to Cairo following a tour of the 
Soviet Union as guests of the Russian Government, according 
to the London Times. 


ae INLAND STEEL PRESIDENT Clarence Randall, Special Assis- 
tant to President Eisenhower for Foreign Economic Policy, rer 
turned this month from a two-week visit to Africa where he 
consulted with U.S. consular officials. ~oR.C.K. 


CONFERENCE CALLS FOR AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE 
(Continued From Puge 1) 


delegation, headed by Mohammed Yazid, New York vapresen- 
tative of the Algerian National Liberation Front, and = 


rived unexpectedly on the opening day in the capacity of 


weight in the drafting of resolutions relating to France. 


Seven of the eight participating independent states bor- 
der on French African territories, 


The conference opened April 15 and ended April 22, 
a day ahead of schedule. the mood in Accra, 
Prince Sahle Selassie Haile Selassie of Ethiopim, son of 
the Buperer, said in a closing statement: “Africa has 
spoken; it is for the reet of the world to respond.” «-%.C,K.. 


| 
exiled nationalist from the French Cameroons, Felix Moutie, 
president of the Union des Populations Camerounsises, ar- 
advisors to the Tunisian or United Arab Republic delega- 
tions. They were granted full hearings at the conference 
and their statements apparently were given considerable 
L- ma 
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AFRICA THROUGH RUSSIAN EYES 


By CHRISTOPHER BIRD 


© Africa Special Report, 1958 


OVIET RESEARCH on Africa is 

scheduled to expand enormously 

in the final years of this decade. Rus- 

sian scholars are now hard at work on 

an African studies program that sur- 

passes by far all previous Soviet 
efforts in the African field. 


The program is coordinated within 
the USSR Academy of Sciences and 
enlists the cooperation of research 
specialists from most of the “social 
disciplines.” Concentrating heavily on 
areas of tension and conflict in the 
African scene, the program is designed 
to fill “wide gaps” in Soviet knowledge 
and offer “moral support” to Africa’s 
peoples. 


Details of the program are revealed 
in Soviet periodicals which were pub- 
lished last year but have as yet re- 
ceived little attention abroad. 


According to these Soviet sources, 
the ambitious African research pro- 
gram was first outlined late in 1956 
at a conference in the Academy’s Insti- 
tute of Ethnography. The meeting was 
called expressly to “establish agree- 
ment for the plan of scientific-research 
work on Africa in the Institutes of the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences.” It was 
attended by Russian ethnographers, 
orientalists, geographers, historians 
and specialists in world economy and 
international relations, including Afri- 
eanists from Moscow and Leningrad 
and researchers from many other 
areas of the Soviet Union. 


The conference charted the course 
of African studies through 1960 and 
was hailed as a milestone in the “co- 
ordination of Soviet scientific work on 
Africa.” 


The meeting was opened by I. I. 
Potekhin (pronounced Po-TAY-kin) a 
name to watch with regard to Soviet 
interest in Africa (see Africa Special 
Report, March 1958). Potekhin is a 
vice-director of the Institute of Eth- 
nography and, as such, wields consid- 
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Soviet Scholars Embark 


On Major Program 
Of African Research 


erable power both in policy planning 
and ideological control. His specialty 
is Africa. 


The theme of his address was the 
importance of future Soviet studies in 
the history, economy, ethnography and 
geography of the continent. 


During the first part of the confer- 
ence three special papers were read by 
other Soviet Africanists including D. 
A. Ol’derogge (linguist and historian), 
G. E. Skorov (economist and political 
scientist), and I. P. Yastrebeva (from 
the Institute of Economy and Inter- 
national Relations). Potekhin himself 
presented a paper on the “nationality 
problem in Africa.” Some of these 
papers will be analyzed in these col- 
umns at a future date. 


The second part of the meeting was 
taken up with the “outlook for the fu- 
ture.” Potekhin took the floor again to 
emphasize that the Soviet population 
was becoming more and more inter- 
ested in Africa and that Africanists in 
the Academy “owed a debt” to an ex- 
panding circle of readers. 


STATISTICS GIVEN 


Figures revealed by Potekhin are a 
bibliographer’s statistical dream. They 
give an almost too perfect idea of the 
amount of Russian work done on 
Africa from the time of its inception. 
For instance, 


e Before the revolution, books and 
pamphlets published in Russia on 
Africa numbered 294. This figure 
averages out to about two publica- 
tions per year if one starts with the 
first Russian work to appear in 
print: Kokovtsev’s book, A Descrip- 
tion of the Archipelago and the Bar- 
bary Coast, published in 1786. 


e During the Soviet era, from 1917 
to 1945, a total of 113 books and 


brochures on Africa appeared, rais- 
ing the average number of works 
published per year to four. 


e From the end of World War II to 
1956, 100 books and pamphlets on 
Africa were completed, or about ten 
per year. 32 of these were transla- 
tions from foreign language works 
and 68 were original Soviet produc- 
tions. 


Even this amount is but a fraction 
of a percent when compared with the 
number of printed works on Africa 
available in Western European lan- 
guages and English. But to judge from 
the works planned by the Soviets for 
release in the near future, it is evident 
that they are determined to step up 
the pace of their research. 


Within the plan one topic is to be 
featured as the central core of inter- 
est: “The National-Liberation Move- 
ments in African Countries.” Research 
will cover a broad spectrum of other 
topics, however, and the plan will be 
divided among seven sections. 


SECTION 1: History of Africa Before 
the Imperialist Partition. 

The following research works are 
scheduled for publication under this 
general heading: 

1) History of the Culture of the 

Peoples of Western Sudan. 
2) Arabian Colonization of East 
Africa. 
3) Social Structure of Madagascar 
in the 19th Century. 
Other works will include a compen- 
dium of Arabic sources on the history 
of medieval Africa. Work toward this 
goal has already been partially ac- 
complished by members of the Lenin- 
grad branch of the Institute of Eth- 
nography. Four volumes, each about 


MR. BIRD is a student of Russian affairs at the 
University of Hawaii. This article is one of a 
series. 
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fifty to sixty pages long, are scheduled 
for release in 1960. 

Expounding on the rationale behind 
this section of the plan, Potekhin noted 
that an “inexcusably small number of 
studies on pre-colonial African peo- 
ples have thus far been undertaken,” 
despite the fact that the period itself 
is of “great interest and political sig- 
nificance.” 

He also stated that Africans them- 
selves will be taking more and more 
interest in their own past and added 
that together with “progressive schol- 
ars” from all over the world they 
must “give the lie” to “imperialist 
propaganda which has always main- 
tained that Africans had no history of 
their own.” Only Marxists, concluded 
the vice-director, can fulfill the task 
of “drawing up a framework of his- 
torical truth.” 


SECTION 2: The Imperialist Parti- 
tion and Re-Partition of Africa. 

At least five works will be included 
here: 

1) The Congress of Berlin, 1884- 

1885. 

2) Anglo-German Rivalry in East 
Africa During the Second Half 
of the 19th Century. 

8) French Expansion in the West- 
ern Sudan During the Second 
Half of the 19th Century. 
Essays on the History of the 
Struggle of the Zulu and the 
Khess Against Anglo-Boer Col- 
onization. 

5) The Struggle of the Mashona 
and the Matabele Against the 
Colonization of Rhodesia. 

While stressing the “especially grave 
responsibility” of authors assigned to 
the above studies, Potekhin also 
pointed to the themes which they must 
bring out. Some of these are: the ex- 
pansion of “land-grabbing” in Africa, 
the resistance of the masses against 
the encroachments of the colonialists, 
and the “unmasking” of falsehoods 
propagated by bourgeois historians on 
the “civilizing role of Europeans.” 

SECTION 3: Ethnic Makeup of Af- 

rica. 

Books planned under this section 
will include: 

1) The Ethnic Make-up of the Bel- 

gian Congo. 

2) The Population of the Federa- 
tion of the Rhodesias and Nyasa- 
land. 

3) Settlements and Dwellings of the 
Bantu People. 

4) Essays on the Ethnography of 
Present-Day Ethiopia. 

5) The Ethnic Make-up of Nigeria. 

6) The Ethnic Make-up of Tangan- 
yika. 

7) The Ethnic Make-up of South 
West Africa. 

8) The Ethnic Make-up of Angola 
and Mozambique. 

In addition to the above, the Institute 
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Propaganda Line Unfolds 


The Soviet press is giving a heavy workout currently to the 
idea that an "imperialist" America is out to displace her less 
powerful European allies in Africa, under the guise of anti-colo- 
nialism. 


Russian propagandists, attempting to discredit U.S. activi- 
ties on the African continent, evidently see a double advantage 
in the "displacement" thesis because it plays on the fears of 
both the African who wants no "new colonialism" and the European 
who does not want to see his position prematurely usurped. 


Moscow's anti-U.S, line was put forth in detail April 11 in 
the newspaper Red Star: 


“American imperialism is penetrating into Africa on an ever- 
larger scale. It is being done under the guise of anti-colonial- 
ism, U.S.politicians maintain that they are trying to render 
assistance to Africa in her national and social revival. But in 
reality, the United States is taking advantage of the weaker posi- 
tion of its competitors, Britain and France and is trying to re- 
place them in Africa. 


“The brutal aspect of U.S. imperialism, which is trying to 
spread its paw over all of Africa, is hidden under the guise of 
anti-colonialism. U.S. capital has already occupied firm posi- 
tions in various regions of Africa. The greedy hands of U.S. 
monopolists are reaching for the Sahara oil. 


"Africa plays an important role in U.S. military plans. And 
now when the Soviet Union has the ICBM at its disposal, NATO lead- 
ers attach more and more importance toAfricanterritory. The Af- 
rican people realize the mortal danger of U.S. imperialism, new 
pretender to supremacy in Africa." 


MOSCOW RADIO BEGINS DIRECT BROADCASTS TO AFRICA 


Soviet propaganda efforts were intensified this month with 
the inauguration of broadcasts direct to Africa from radio Mos- 
cow. A half-hour program was initiated April 19 in English and 
French on the 16, 19 and 25 meter band (7 a.m. Greenwich time), 
and plans were announced for additional broadcasts later on in 
African languages. The broadcasts are Moscow's first to be 
beamed specifically for African consumption, and appear from 
their shortness and unfavorable timing to be in an experimental 
stage, according to information specialists in Washington. 


RUSSIAN PRESS and radio services reported at length on the 
Accra Conference this month. Moscow hailed the African "struggle 
for national liberation" and accused “American, British and French 
imperialist circles" of viewing the conference with “anxiety and 
fear" because of the encouragement it would give to independence 
movements throughout the continent. 


The Peking newspaper Ta Kung Pao followed a similar tack 
in an editorial April 15. --R.C.K. 


of Ethnography’s Sector for Ethnic 
Cartography will prepare a detailed 


French West Africa Against Im- 
perialist Rule After World War 


ethnic map of the African Continent.* Il. 

SECTION 4: The Economic Situation 3) Liberia Under the Oppression of 
and the National - Liberation American Monopolies. 
Movements in Africa after World 4) The National-Liberation Move- 
War Il. ment in Uganda After World 

This is the “most important” sec- War Il. 
tion of the plan and includes at least 5) Basic Questions Relating to the 


Socio-Economic Development of 
1) Economic Development and the the Belgian Congo After World 
Struggle of the Peoples of Ni- War II. 
geria Against Imperialist En- 6) The Peoples of Morocco, Algeria 
slavement After World War II. and Tunisia in the Struggle for 
2) Economic Development and the National Independence. 
Struggle of the Peoples of (Continued on Next Page) 


twenty titles, some of which are: 
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(Continued From Preceding Page) 


7) Socio-Economic Changes and 
English Colonial Policy in Brit- 
ish Africa. 


8) The Peasant Question in Egypt. 
Commenting on this section, Potekhin 
criticized the leading fault of books on 
Africa produced to date by Soviet 
economists and historians, i.e., their 
coucentration on external relations of 
various African areas with the Euro- 
pean “metropoles.” What is necessary, 
affirmed Potekhin, is to orient the stud- 
ies to bring out all the features of the 
present-day life of African peoples 
and those socio-economic processes 
best adaptable to African societies. 

A first step toward fulfilling the 
above, Potekhin continued, is to com- 
plete a series of studies on African 
villages. It is wrong, he claimed, to 
speak of “the African peasantry” as 
has been done in the past, for no such 
general category actually exists. Be- 
cause the process of disintegration of 
the African peasantry is proceeding 
so rapidly, the African village, a 
crazy-quilt of variegated socio-eco- 
nomic relationships (including feudal, 
capitalist and clan), is torn with class 
conflict. Therefore, Potekhin stressed, 
the study of these relationships is at 
once the most difficult yet by far the 
most important task for Soviet econ- 
omists (author’s stress). 


Potekhin went on to say that work 
in this section of the plan also de- 
mands ethnographic knowledge. Be- 
cause of this, the cooperation of econ- 
omists and ethnographers would prove 
most fruitful, and in fact is nearly 
indispensable. 


STUDY POLITICAL CHANGES 


The Institute of Ethnography vice- 
director noted other themes to be given 
special attention while the studies are 
in progress. The first of these will be 
a careful analysis of the political 
changes in African countries during 
the past decade. Another is the birth 
and development of new social forces 
that have opposed themselves to co- 
lonialism. Especially significant with 
regard to this latter is the fact that 
not a single work has been written 
illustrating how the working-class, the 
national bourgeoisie and intelligentsia 
have entered the political arena. Fi- 
nally, the internal and external poli- 
cies of the national bourgeoisie which 
has come to power in new nations such 
as Egypt, Sudan, Morocco and Ghana 
is a topic demanding careful analysis. 


SECTION 5: 


This will include the preparatica of 
two large works: 


1) The History of the Sudanese Re- 
public. 


2) Peoples of the Gold Coast in 
their Struggle for Independence.’ 


SECTION 6: African Philology. 


An African philological group was 
formed in 1956 in the Leningrad 
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Branch of the Institute of Ethnog- 
raphy. It has been making systematic 
studies of African languages and lit- 
eratures, One of the most important 
theoretical works to be written within 
this section of the plan is “An Intro- 
duction to the Study of African Lan- 
guages,” by Professor Ol’derogge. 
Two dictionaries are to appear soon: 
Swahili-Russian and Hausa-Russian. 
A new Arabic-Russian dictionary 
(Egyptian dialect)* is also planned. 
Other works to be completed include: 


1) Essays on the Folklore and Lit- 
erature of the Southern African 
Bantu. 


2) On the Origins and Spread of 
the Swahili Language. 


3) Essays on Swahili Syntax. 


4) Essays on the History of Con- 
temporary Egyptian Literature. 


SECTION 7: Geography. 
Studies to be made by the Institute 


of Geography of the USSR Academy 
of Sciences are to include: 


1) The Physical Geography of Af- 
rica. 


2) Morocco—Natural Environment 
and Economy. 


3) Egypt— Natural Environment 
and Economy. 


4) The Federation of the Rhodesias 
and Nyasaland. 


While the Soviet research plan was 
generally hailed at the conference, 
overlappings were criticized by M. B. 
Gornung of the Institute of Geography 
who showed that while the Institute of 
Oriental Studies was planning to un- 
dertake a study on the “Increase of 
the Role of African Raw Materials in 
the System of Present-Day Imperial- 
ism,” it has also planned “The Role 
of African Raw Materials and Human 
Resources in World War II.” And 
while the Institute of Economy and 
International Relations has “The Peo- 
ples of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia 
in the Struggle for National Independ- 
ence” on the agenda, the Institute of 
Oriental Studies is planning two near- 
ly parallel works: “The Formation of 
the Independent State of Tunisia” and 
“The Imperialist Struggle in North 
Africa on the Eve of and During 
World War II.” Gornung cited these 
examples of “an irrational use of 
forces,” and stated that such errors 
could be corrected through the estab- 
lishment of a central planning body 
for African studies. 


FIELD WORK PLANNED 


The conference also proposed the 
organization of a series of field-expe- 
ditions to the continent of Africa 
itself, to be made up from specialists 
in geography, philology, enthnogra- 
phy, economy and history. If these are 
carried out, they will mark an entirely 
new development in the Soviet ap- 
proach to the study of foreign areas, 
for until recently, no scholars were 
permitted to make field trips abroad.‘ 


In closing the conference, the scien- 
tists expressed the hope that their 
combined efforts would 1) “fill wide 
gaps in Soviet Africanist Literature” 
and 2) “offer moral support to the 
peoples of Africa.” These twin goals 
are as brief and clear statements of 
the pure and applied aspects of Soviet 
study on Africa as can be found. 


It will be interesting to see whether 
the academicians will be able to bring 
such an ambitious plan to completion. 
If they do, they will have produced 
finished research works on every im- 
portant geographical section of Af- 
rica. 

These works are sure to provide 
western scholars with considerable in- 
sight into Soviet thinking on Africa 
at the present time. Of specific inter- 
est will be current attitudes on: 


e the role of “bourgeois” leaders in 
the new nations 


e the roles of various ethnic groups 
in the “national-liberation move- 
ments” and the future formation of 
independent units on the African 
continent 


e the analysis of the role of various 
classes now forming in African so- 
ciety 

e economic outlook and others 


Of even greater interest, perhaps, 
will be the results of Soviet observa- 
tion in the field and the reactions of 
Africans to the scholars from Soviet 
Russia. No doubt Africans will be 
presenting their own views on the 
Soviet academic approach to their 
continent and its peoples.° 


The Soviet academic plan for Africa 
has moved onto a higher plateau of 
development. From our knowledge of 
the general coordination of the Soviet 
programs along several fronts of en- 
deavor, we can also expect Soviet 
efforts in diplomatic, economic, politi- 
cal and other fields to supplement the 
projected work of the scholars. 


1This should be finished and will 
probably be available soon in the 
United States. A large Soviet political 
map of Africa was published in 1955 
under the title, AFRIKA, Politiches- 
kaya Karta (AFRICA, Political 
Map), in color, scale 1:8,000,000, di- 
mensions about 4 x 5 feet. 


* Probably to be written by Potekhin 
himself who has recently done field 
work in Ghana. 


* This may be Arabo-Russkii Slovar’ 
(Arabic-Russian Dictionary), 33,000 
words, Prof. Baranov, ed. Moscow, 
1957, 1188 pp. 


‘In addition to Potekhin’s trips to 
Egypt (1956) and Ghana (1957), So- 
viet ethnographers and orientalists 
have travelled to Burma and India. 


°Mr. Bird invites Africans and 
other readers to send their impressions 
of Soviet academic activities, particu- 
larly those gained on visits to the 
USSR or in meetings with Soviet spe- 
cialists in Africa. Correspondence may 
addressed in care of this publica- 
tion.—Ed. 
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African Placement Service 


There are several vacancies in teach- 
ing posts at the University College of 
Ghana. These include: 

e@ two appointments for lectureships 

in education 


e zoology, with a concentration in 
marine zoology 
e social administration 
e geology, for the teaching of min- 
eralogy and petrology 
e agricultural entomology 
e assistant lectureship in sociology, 
with a concentration in social psy- 
chology 
e chair in education 
The applicants for these university 
positions will be screened and final ap- 
pointments made by the United King- 
dom’s Inter-University Council for 
Higher Education Overseas. However, 
further information may be obtained 
from Mr. William Tsitsiwu, Educa- 
tional Attache, Embassy of Ghana, 
2139 R St., N.W., Wash., D. C.; or 
from the Institute Placement Service. 


Several openings exist at the Uni- 
versity of Khartoum, Sudan. For full 
information on these vacancies, write 
to the Placement Service, Dept. B-12, 
African-American Institute, 1234 20th 
St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.—R. J. 
Smyke. 


“Africa Special Report’ is published by the 
African-American Institute. a private, non-profit 
organization incorporated under the laws of 
the District of Columbia and devoted to estab- 
lishing closer bonds between the peoples of 
Africa and the United States. Other activities 
of the Institute include 
teacher placement in Africa, and a variety of 
lecture, information and visitor services. 


Board of Trustees 

President: Dr. Emory Ross, missionary and 
consultant on Africa. 

Vice-President: . J Edward R. Dudl for- 
mer United States Ambassador to Liberia. 

Treasurer: Lansdell K. _— President of 
the Liberia Mining Compa: 

Secretary: E. Ladd ew Washington At- 


Chairman, Executive Harold K. 
of the Board of 

American Metal Inc.; Chairman, 
Scholarship Committee: Alan Pifer, Executive As- 
sociate, Carnegie — Corporation of New York; 
Chairman, Pub ma & Gray 
Cowan, Columbia hvonian Dr. Horace Mann 
Bond, ‘President Honorarius, Lincoln University; 
Chester Bowles, former United States Ambassa- 
dor to India; Dana S. Creel, Director, Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund; John 8. George, ex-officio; Wil- 
liam Leo Hansberry, P Professor of African History, 
Howard Edwin S. Munger, — 
Assoc American Univesities Field Staff; Etta 
Moten lecture recitalist. 


Executive Staff 


John B. George, Director; E. Jefferson Murphy, 
Director, West African Office; John M. Livingston, 
— Associate; Raymond J. Smyke, Staff Asso- 


Membership 


| Membership $3 student membership $1 


Visitors 
FROM GHANA,here on U.S. State Department grants: MR. K.B. AYENSU, 
Clerk of Parliament, to observe methods of U.S. government; MR. 
G.A. Balogun, General Secretary of the National Union of Ghana 


Oil Workers, to observe labor activities in the U.S. and Puerto 
Rico; MR. W.B. VAN LARE, to observe the U.S. legal system. 


FROM SOMALIA: MR. GIAMMA GHANI, provincial governor of the north- 


ern province, and MR, GELANI SCEK, president of the opposition 
party. Both are in the U.S. to observe methods of local govern- 


ment. Sponsoring agency: Educational Exchange Service, U.S. Dept. 


of State. 


FROM THE FEDERATION OF RHODESIA AND NYASALAND: SIR ROBERT TRED- 


GOLD, Chief Justice and former Governor General, touring the U.S. 


on a State Department grant. 


FROM ANGOLA; MR, ENRICO DE PAULA FERREIRA DA COSTA, Editor of Diar 
de Luanda and Head of the Luanda Chamber of Commerce, and t 

first Angolan to travel to the United States on a State Depart- 
ment grant. Major interest here: American newspapers and jour- 


nalism, 


Recent Lectures: 
SIR ANDREW COHEN, 


Britain's Permanent Representative to the 


United Nations Trusteeship Council and former Governor of Ugan- 
da, spoke on "Reflections on the Emergence of Africa” in Wash- 


ington, March 31. 


MISS VIOLAINE JUNOD, from South Africa, in 


the U.S, on a six month sabatical from the University of Natal, 
where she is an anthropologist in Bantu studies, spoke on "The 
Indian Commmity in South Africa" in Washington, April 17. Both 
lectures wre part of a series sponsored jointly by the African- 
American Institute and the School of Advanced International Stud- 
ies of the Johns Hopkins University. 


Recent Publications 


FEDERAL NIGERIA, a new illus- 
trated newsletter published by the 
Government of the Federation of Ni- 
geria, reports the highlights of the 
fast-growing country’s activities. It 
may be obtained free from the Ni- 
geria Liaison Office, 506 Dupont Circle 
Building, Washington 6, D. C. The 
Liaison office also has released a bib- 
liography of recent writings about 
Nigeria, intended as an introductory 
guide to those interested in the coun- 
try’s political and economic develop- 
ment. The list includes recent books, 
pamphlets, periodicals and government 
publications. 


CONTACT is a new bi-weekly liberal 
magazine published in Cape Town, 
South Africa, launched by a newly 
formed private company, Selemela 
Publications. Alan Paton, a member 
of the board of directors, has a column 
in the magazine. Address subscription 
requests to Circulation Manager, CON- 
TACT, P. O. Box 3618, Cape Town, 
South Africa. Overseas rate: £1 3s. 
6d. yearly. 


PAGEANT OF GHANA, by Freda 
Wolfson, Oxford University Press 
(Oxford, England), 1957; 116 pages, 
30/. These selected writings describe 
West African life, drawing on the de- 
scription of travellers as well as peo- 
ple indigenous to the area and dating 


from the earliest European contact. 
The three periods into which the book 
is divided cover 1471-1800, during 
which most European eye-witnesses 
clung to the coast; 1800-1870, when 
Ashanti was opened up and mission- 
ary activity was high; and 1900-1957, 
the period of modern Ghana. The 
book is one of a series sponsored fi- 
nancially by West African News- 
papers, Ltd., on the history of West 
Africa. 


THE POLITICS OF INEQUALITY, 
South Africa Since 1948, by Gwen- 
dolyn M. Carter, Frederick A. Praeger 
(New York), 1958; 535 pages, $7.50. 
A political study of South Africa from 
the time the National Party came into 
office in 1948. The author obtained ma- 
terial for the book on a Rockefeller 
Foundation study grant to South 
Africa in 1952-1953. 


FILM: “The Mark of the Hawk” star- 
ring Eartha Kitt, Sidney Poitier, and 
Juano Hernandez, Universal Pictures, 
1957. American Negro actors star in 
an English movie filmed in Nigeria 
but meant to be any colony in Africa 
where the urge for self-rule has come 
alive. The plot involves a Christian 
missionary and an African newly 
elected to the legislature. 
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business notes 


“SOME 30 REPRESENTATIVES of Ge~mwan industry and banking, as well as the Federal Min- 


A SIX WEEK INVESTIGATION of the extent of trade union freedom in Central and East 
Africa will be made by a mission of labor leaders under the auspices of the Inter- 
national Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) and the results will be report- 
ed at the ICFTU Executive Board meeting in July. The delegation will visit the 
Rhodesias, Tanganyika, Kenya and Uganda, concentrating on trade union legislation, 
administration and other relevant factors there. ICFTU said in a recent news re- 
lease that "it has been widely reported" that there are "many restrictions" on 
trade union activities in these territories. : 


GENERAL MOTORS OVERSEAS OPERATIONS (of America) will deliver 18 BHP diesel electric 
mainline locomotives to the Nigerian Railway Corporation in 1958 at a total sale 


of over $3.6 million. Nigeria already has 10 English electric diesel locomotives, 
brought into service in 1955. 


THREE AMERICAN SPECIALISTS have arrived in Kenya to assist in agricultural projects 
financed jointly by the Kenya Government and the U.S. International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration (ICA). Agricultural projects account for about half of the $3.5 mil- 


lion allocated to Kenya by ICA in response to Kenya Government requests approved by 
the British Colonial Office. 


AN AMERICAN FIRM is negotiating a contract with Portugal for exclusive oil pros- 
pecting and exploration rights in Portuguese Guinea, according to the Portuguese 
Overseas Minister who has returned from a recent on-the-spot study of prospecting 
conditions there. 


‘> ‘a ‘9 NOLONIHSVM HLOZ VEZ 


IVIDBAS 


isters of Foreign Affairs, Economy, and Finance, took part in debates at a recent 
German conference on investment in Africa, The conference was organized by a Ger- 
man firm of African studies, “Afrika Gesellschaft", and was directed by the Presi- 


dent of the Federal Parliament, Mr. Eugene Gestenmaier, in his capacity as Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the firm. 


THE U.S, BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROADS is managing a new $40 million highway development 
program for Ethiopia, to cover a 70,000 square mile area in the fertile west-cen- 
tral and Lake Tana regions where roads will most help expand Ethiopia's economy. 
Funds for the project are being provided by a $15 million loan from the Interna- 


tional Bank and $28 million put up by the Ethiopian government, International bids 
for construction will be invited. 


THE BELGIAN CONGO is offering bonds in the United States for the first time. An 
investment banking group led by Dillon Read & Co., Inc., is managing the $15 mil- 
lion 15-year External Loan Bond issue. Funds will be used to further a billion 

dollar ten-year plan for social and economic development in the Congo. 


UGANDA's EXPORTS to the United States increased sharply in 1957 to more than $25 
million, compared with $10 million in 1956, making America a very close second to 
Uganda's principal customer, the United Kingdom, which last year bought $27.3 mil- 
lion worth of Uganda produce as against $26.6 million in 1956. Uganda's chief ex- 
ports are coffee and cotton. 


A MISSION from the Federal Government of Nigeria is expected to be asked to visit 
Washington shortly to work out final arrangements on a World Bank loan of up to 
£10 million to help finance a £20 million road extension project to Maiduguri in 
northeastern Nigeria, reports Africa Economic Newsletter. 


THE FORD FOUNDATION has granted funds to the International African Institute to 
set up four international seminars in tropical Africa between 1958-61. The sem- 
inars will study social research problems of significance for further social, eco- 
nomic and educational development in Africa and will provide closer contact for 
research workers and other scholars in Africa, Europe and America, Universities 
in East Africa, West Africa and Southern Africa will be hosts to the seminar groups. 


THE FIRST GHANAIAN CURRENCY will be put into circulation next July, according to 
the Ghana Embassy in Paris, reports Africa South of the Sahara, 


THE ASHANTI GOLD FIELDS CORPORATION has placed an order with a Transvaal firm of 
engineering suppliers in one of Ghana's first orders for heavy equipment from the 
Union of South Africa, reports Africa South of the Sahara. The equipment is for 
the corporation's gold-extracting plant and most of it will be manufactured in 

the Union. --S.A,B, 


| 4 
ad 
421 
a 
q 
J 
4 
2 


